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By Patrick B, Tyler

Washington Post Sba!t Weiter

. 'The Justice Depamnent said. yes-
‘terday that it has found no evidence:

of espionage in the case of the 25-/
‘year-oid nuclear missile -officer whor

wags charged Friday by-the Air Force
with making unauthonzed Vlsxts to ther
Soviet Em‘oaasy here. "

Department spok%man John K.
Russell aaid that the case ‘was never:
formally referred to federal prosecu-
;,’oors, but added, “We are advised of it,
‘it 13 a military matter. We're not in-
-veatigating it, were not gom,, to pros-
gcute it, for sure” - =

Russell declined "to- reveal detaxls
that would explain why the young
‘officer, 2nd Lt. Christopher M. Cooke,.
rade three trips to the Russian Em-i
‘bessy last Decernber and during May. .

“What Im saying is that we don’t;
have a case,” Russell said. “We have
taken a look at the facts of the sit-;
vation and the legal issues and con-
sider it to be a strictly military matter:
end not in the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of Justice.”

If there were evidence of esplonage,
Russell said, Justice Department of-.
ficials would take ‘jurisdiction of the:
case, a3 the departmen$ has in the

~past. “We do not think.we have an}’

espxonaae case in this matter,” he said.
- Cooke, the deputy: crew commander!

-or a Titan nuclear- missile. team sta- |

‘tioned at McConnell Air Force Base
mear Wichita, Kan., was charged with
“*violating Air Force regulations against
unauthorized contact with  represen-

tatives of a communist government. .
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“Only sxetchy detaﬂs of Cooke’s ac-
‘ivities have been pieced together
‘ffom interviews with his family, Air
Force attorney and friends, but they
suggest that Cooke was dxscovered in
‘some unauthorized activity by Air
‘Porce security personnel. He was then
enlisted to cooperate in an Air Force
mv%txgatxon for which he was prorn-
sed immunity from prosecution and
'#¥i .honorable discharge, according - to
‘his-lawyer and parents. :

. ='But whatever agreement Cooke had
‘or thought he had seemed to evap—
:orate with the filing of the charges. "

7 Cooke, who had access to top secre'*
codes and weapon technology in the
Titan silos beneath Kansas farmland,
‘had unsuccessfully sought a caveer in

* the Central Intelligence Agency, hxs

parents of Richmond, Va. said.
Y “Im well aware he did something:
he shouldn’t have done,” Mrs. Richard:
-C. Cooke told United Press Interna-
tional, adding, “I'm in chsagreement
‘with how the Air Force handled this.”
“+ Cooke’s father, asked if he thought
‘his son- was involved in 2 - -security:
‘breach, said, “I had him for 25 years
‘and there is no way of knowing pos-
itively. I don’t have any doubt that
there is something more to this than
‘what we know. He wasn’t in it [any
unauthonzed activity) to make money,
I can’t conceive of that, I know.”
‘i A native of Portsmouth, Va, Cooke
was graduated magna cum la\.de from

-0ld Dominion University and Jomecrli‘ .

the Air Force in December, 1979, © =
«.- James Litsey, a former Titan mis-
sile commander and Wichita lawyer,
said yesterday in an interview that he
“thinks the Titan security could have
been seriously - compromised -- by’
Cookes visit. He sald Cookes 1ob res

ek BB
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about his elder b;other’s ﬁnancxal sta-.

quired a top-secret security clearancel
and gave him access not only to secret,
code books necessary in the launch
cycle of a Titan, but also- xmportant
‘code message formats, -

“To me, that’s probably the greatest
of the potential harms,” Litsey said.

“If they [the Russians} get a message|

format, SAC [Strategic Air Command]
will have to *edo everyfhmo from the
ground up” .

Defense Depamnent ofﬁcxals have
nomted ‘out that the firing codes
themselves are - changed frequently.
-But the formats, the numbers,. kinds
:and order of words used in a code, are
not changed often,

During an actual nucieai’ mms, LJt~ »

'sey said, Russian knowledge of the
code fnrmating gystem could allow the
‘Soviets to send bogus radio messages
to Titan silos with authentic-sounding
launch orders. Such a tactic could
ceuse the missile crews to “stop and

got}uoughthecodabooktoceexfxt _

wes a valid message or not.” -
© The Russians “could use it to ut-.
terly confuse the retalmtory forc&l,

‘Litsey said.

_ The Titan is the oIdest missile in
the American nuclear arsenal and car-

‘ies the largest warhead. Cooke was
v assignedias the second-ranking officer] -

in a crew of four that mans each of
the 17 siles: operated ‘around the

'\IcConnell base. B
. Cooke remained in" custody at
McConnell awaiting the- decision of
_Brig. Gen. Elmer T. Brooks on wheth-

er to release him ﬁ-om detentxon
pending a military trial. -
Ceoke’s mother. told United Pr%s

International that the FBI contacted

another of their sons, Richard Cooke
Jr, in March and questioned him|

5
Au' Force secunty men searched the

Cooke home twice. d M.
Cooke said.. Cooke- hmly:vyas de-

tained. during most of May at Langley
Alr Fgr‘ci?yrBasa llr’l‘lfss.u ." Gl ~"é ek y
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